In the very first solo exhibition of her career, Johanna Di Dio, a young French artist, has in-
stalled a pink, glossed-up “bachelor” in the space diagonal of the KMD’s large exhibition
room. In this position, the “bachelor” is neither unstable nor weightless but rather condemned
to absolute physical immobility. Indeed, the original story of his (the male tenon’s) existence
is his marriage with his counterpart (the female mortise), an event that necessitates, at all
events, mobility. And it would also seem that he had prepared himself passionately for that
very moment, for his appearance is, to say the least, extremely striking. His features are de-
cidedly aristocratic, smooth, flat and as shiny as a lubricant gel. This splendid, truly lonesome
individual (the tenon) has in his role of exhibit become reduced to the purely conceptual. And
because he is not in a position - in his present situation — to penetrate his alter ego (the mor-
tise) and, for us, to consolidate our longing for stability, he has foregone his existence as just
an object and become a work of art — the symbol of a higher form: A Love Supreme. And in the
back of our minds we can now hear John Coltrane’s ground-breaking masterpiece, a work that
like no other piece of music embraces the spirituality of liberation and, at 32 minutes and 50
seconds, lasts longer than any earthly orgasm: Acknowledgment, Resolution, Pursuance and
Psalm are the titles of the four parts of this great “suite of love”. And what of Johanna Di Dios’s
masculinity-now-art? It has discarded the metaphor of desire and become a monstrance of
femininity.
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